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Vignette  
The couching of intersectional & women of 
color feminism within the space of actor 
network theory allows for unique approaches to 
the ways in which technology and identity 
interact with each other. Both give us an 
approach to critically interpreting the role of 
society in the creation of knowledge and how 
that knowledge is then used to create 
technology [1][2]. In a previous paper, Mark 
Handel and I argue that technological products 
“emerge from a society in which multiple 
identities, and non-heteronormative 
constructions of sexuality and family structure, 
aren’t taken into account” [3]. We do this 
through an examination of the onboarding 
process in three online dating sites: eHarmony, 
OkCupid, & ManHunt. Specifically, we conclude 
that the deployment of these products allow  

 

and disallow the construction of specific types 
of identities and relationship structures on the 
Internet. 

Though we were looking at the role of sexual 
identity in relation to family structures, our 
framing can also be useful in thinking about 
the structuring of many different identities in 
not only online dating sites, but most 
technology. This is possible because a 
multiracial feminist approach is the theoretical 
vehicle that affords us that ability to engage 
with and across identities in a navigable and 
meaningful way. 

Annotated Resources 
Baca Zinn, Maxine, & Dill, Bonnie T.. 
"Theorizing Difference from Multiracial 
Feminism." Feminist Studies 22(2), 321-331. 

This article situates and explains the concept of 
multiracial feminism. Through this, Baca Zinn & 
Dill review the abandonment of the 
universalization of women’s experience that 
appeared with lesbian and postmodern 
feminism. They place multiracial feminism 
among these feminisms that combat this idea 
of a common experience, and prioritize the 
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inherent differences in the lives of women of 
color & white women that differently orient 
them systemically to power. They propose six 
themes that unite multiracial feminism that I 
think are especially useful in how we analyze 
this power. In thinking about how this relates 
to the field of social computing and CSCW, it is 
important to remind ourselves of the role of 
our own identities and how they are constantly 
influencing the way we our situated to our 
work(s) and the power inherent in our work(s). 

Haimson, O., Brubaker, J., Dombrowski, L., & 
Hayes, G. Disclosure, Stress, and Support 
During Gender Transition on Facebook. 
Proceedings of CSCW (2015).  

 The authors of this article offer a unique and 
compelling approach to the framework of self-
presentation and self-disclosure. By 
operationalizing it through the lens of stress & 
gender transition on social network sites, it 
further complicates the ways in which we view 
how personal information is received both 
internally and externally. This piece also 
appears at a time when companies like 
Facebook are attempting to better serve users 
of diverse identities, but still falling short. This 
article is especially salient when thinking about 
the role of intersectional feminism in relation to 
trans* and gender non-conforming individuals. 
How do we incorporate an analysis of gender 
variance into our user analysis? Is it possible to 
change the way we quantitatively evaluate 

user behavior without falling back to relying on 
differences between a false gender binary? 

Toma, Catalina L., & Hancock, Jeffrey T. 
(2010). Looks and Lies: The Role of Physical 
Attractiveness in Online Dating Self-
Presentation and Deception. Communication 
Research, 37(3), 335-351.  

Toma & Hancock offer an investigation into the 
techniques that users operationalize in the 
construction of their profiles to better enhance 
their chances for success. I don’t necessarily 
think that this paper is valuable as an example 
of a feminist methodology or framing, rather 
this paper inspired me to think about how 
researchers often frame their work through and 
perpetuate others’ work that could be 
construed as anti-feminist. Specifically, I am 
interested in how valuing and verifying 
evolutionary psychology and its desire to 
universalize human experiences is useful as 
researchers. Rather, I think we should be 
pushing back against these desires to uncover 
some sort of universal human experience, or in 
the case of this article, the innate biological 
push by unattractive people to deceive others 
into going on a date with them.    
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ways in which queer communities and 
individuals create, transmit, and store 
information in social settings. I am currently 
working on a thesis project titled, “Hooking up 
Safely: Gay men and urban/rural differences in 
self-presentation among Michigan users of 
SCRUFF.” This project intends to investigate 
how Michigan users of a location-based social 
enabler, SCRUFF, utilize profile fields to 
navigate disclosure of personal information. 
With the conclusion of this project, I hope to 
explore whether self-presentation varies based 
on geography, and if so, what social, personal, 
and environmental factors play a role in 
necessitating those differences. 
 
More generally, I am interested in ubiquitous & 
mobile computing, computer supported 
collaboration, collective memory studies, queer 
theory, BDSM & Leather culture, safety & 

privacy online, and the history of LGBT 
activism.  
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